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2017 Christmas Art Walk™ Q & A

What is the purpose of the Christmas Art Walk?

The 2017 Art Walk is truly a “Gift to Remember™”, given to the people of the Wheaton area by the Wheaton church community.  We seek to connect participants to the Gift of Christmas through their experience of the artists’ interpretations of the Christmas story. We also hope to proclaim the unity available in Jesus Christ for all people in the Wheaton area, our country and the world.
How many stores and artists will participate in the walk?

· There are twelve participating stores (find them at: http://www.christmasartwalk.com/stores.html)

· There and twelve participating artists (find them at: http://www.christmasartwalk.com/artists.html) 
How does it work?

· Attend the Art Walk from December 12-24 
· The event is free, and you are welcome any time stores are open 
· There will be a free guided tour at noon each day, which will leave from Suzette’s Creperie at 211 W. Liberty Street in downtown Wheaton

· An interactive map is available online at http://www.christmasartwalk.com/map.html
· Printed maps will also be available in participating stores during the walk 
· Participants are encouraged to stop at all twelve stores 
· Some artists will be available on Saturday, December 16th in their respective stores to discuss the inspiration for their pieces of art
On Saturday, December 16th, there will be a live outdoor nativity play with actors and animals at Carlson’s Hardware Store at 111 E. Front Street in Wheaton and a nativity-themed art “Make & Take” for kids to complete at MOORE Toys & Gadgets from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Who should attend the 2017 Christmas Art Walk?

The Art Walk is free, and is open to anyone and everyone! Families with children are welcome and encouraged to attend. We hope that individuals, friends, couples, families, Bible study groups, and more will come to enjoy the art and connect with the true Gift of Christmas. Participants may use the map to visit each of the stores at any time, and free guided tours leave each day at noon from Suzette’s Creperie. Groups can request private docent guided tours by contacting Kathleen Truitt at kathleen@jonahre.com.
How is this year’s Art Walk different from last year’s?

“The emphasis of this year’s Christmas Art Walk is to call the church to stand together and to proclaim the unity available in Jesus Christ for all people in the Wheaton area, our country and the world. The stories of Christ’s birth, told through the unique medium of art, will be a witness of God’s unconditional love,” said Christine Gunn-Danforth.

How were this year’s artists commissioned?

A call for artists was sent out in August 2017. Artists working in a wide variety of mediums, 

including photography, oil, watercolor, sculpture, ceramic, charcoal, drawing and mixed media, were encouraged to submit proposals. The selection committee notified the chosen artists and indicated which of the twelve Bible passages they had been selected to bring to life through their respective visual art.
How do the stores feel about participating in the Art Walk?

The response to last year’s Wheaton Christmas Art Walk was overwhelming. Ten of the participating stores have eagerly agreed to part again in this year’s Art Walk. Find the participating stores at http://www.christmasartwalk.com/stores.html.

Where does the art go after the Art Walk?

After the Christmas Art Walk each of the twelve pieces will be auctioned off at a private gala event sponsored by the non-profit Jonahre Foundation. If you are a patron of the arts and are interested in attending, please contact Kathleen Truitt at kathleen@jonahre.com. 

